Increased levels of antibodies to food proteins in Down syndrome.
An increased level of immunoglobulin A (IgA) antibodies to food antigens has been found in Down syndrome. Biopsy did not show any anomaly of the gut. Increased IgA levels against specific proteins reflect increased transmucosal transport of antigens. The antigens presented may be immunogenic peptides or intact antigens. In this paper, we wished to exclude an institutional cause such as infections and also age differences.